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in the former's possession of the right of secession, a right not claimed
by Autonomous Republics. The constitution of a Union Republic does
not require ratification by the Central Executive Committee, whereas
that of an Autonomous Republic does. In cases where Republics are
incomplete economic units, they are included in larger (economic)
divisions, known as areas. For example, the German Republic on the
Volga is included in the Lower Volga Area. Such Republics reserve
the right of secession from their area, and can submit their quarrels
to the Central Executive Committee of the R.S.F.S.R. All the
National Regions are included in areas, and are subordinate to their
institutions. The highest Union organ for all nationalities is the
Council of Nationalities, to which an equal number of members are
elected from all nationalities, large or small. Where national minorities
live in small but compact groups of one or more villages among
national majorities, National Districts and National Soviets are
organised. Local administration and education must be carried on
in the native tongue. In the Ukraine, for example, there are three
districts where the official language is Greek.
I hope by now the reader has some idea as to what the U.S.S.R,
stands for. He may still be puzzled—as every visitor is until he learns
—as to how, out of this welter of nations, peoples, and tribes, of
languages and dialects, of different religions and such varied social
customs, the Communists have been able to create a homogeneous
entity. Not only have they achieved this, but, what is still more
remarkable, within this unity they have retained the infinite diversity,
The way was the way of the educationist and psychologist. Krup-
skaya, in the passage cited above, has given some indication of the
method. The approach was never that of the conqueror imposing
tribute on the conquered, but that of the friend and equal offering help,
In Leningrad there is an institute—it was originally only a depart-
ment of the university—known as the Institute of the Northern
Peoples, and in Moscow there is a body known as the Committee of
the North. These two institutions have taken over responsibility for
the Soviet North. There are roughly one million people inhabiting the
Far North, divided into twenty-six nationalities, speaking twenty
languages, Within these are many small groups and tribes with their
own dialects. Fourteen of these northern nationalities had no written
language before the Revolution. This set the earliest problem for the
institute—to create first an alphabet, and then textbooks. No light
task this. Let the reader look at a map to see the distances; let him
remember that there are no railways, and that for nine months of the
year the tundra is snowbound.

